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Book Theme

It is an old truth that change is inseparable from the flow of time. The great Old Greek philosopher
Heraclitus claimed that one could not step into the same river twice, thereby questioning the exist-
ence of constant identity-carrying entities. Indeed, even (temporarily) ‘constant’ entities can undergo
a process of change. In some academic disciplines, the dialectic between change, maintenance, af-
fordances, and meaning-making is called plasticity.

Today, plasticity functions as a key concept across multiple scholarly fields, e.g., materials science,
neuroscience, plant and cell biology, and philosophy, and it has the potential to expand even further.
However, each field possesses a unique, slightly different understanding of what plasticity entails.
For example, in materials science, plastic deformation refers to deformation that occurs between
elastic behavior and the breaking point, while in biology, phenotypic plasticity refers to an organism's
adaptability to a changing environment.

This multitude of meanings poses opportunities for further development in plasticity studies (e.g.,
can patches of common ground be found?) but also in projects that focus more broadly on inter-,
multi-, and trans-disciplinary studies. How can these studies function in a non-integrative integration
milieu?

The book attempts to answer these questions on two levels. First, it will provide a disciplinary arena
for multiple fields to present their views on plasticity — whether it is or is not a key concept in these
fields. Second, it will bring together experts and interdisciplinary travelers for a joint conversation
about plasticity and the implications of a multifaceted concept of plasticity in interdisciplinary stud-
ies. These goals will be achieved through the unique structure of this book.

Book Structure

The book will combine two elements.

A. Traditional scholarly chapters, written by experts on plasticity in specific fields. Chapters provide a
background and analysis of plasticity that are understandable to scholars and stakeholders from



other fields. The chapters consist of a (inter)disciplinary perspective on the meaning of plasticity
within (a) certain field(s) (Each chapter ~6000 words)

B. Commentaries — short pieces that act as bridges between chapters, reflecting upon the usage of
plasticity between fields, as well as expanding the concept of plasticity (e.g., suggesting directions
where conceptual understanding of plasticity from these fields can influence and be integrated into
other disciplines). Alternatively, commentaries can reflect on the meta-theory of inter-, multi-, and
trans- disciplinary studies from the perspective of plasticity. The editors will thread these intermezzo-
like reflections together to form a non-unified whole (Each commentary ~1000 words)

We hope that;

by bringing together multiple experts and interdisciplinary travelers from different fields,

by shedding light on plasticity from multiple perspectives,

by extending and expanding the concept to new fields and areas

a new, pluralistic reading of plasticity might emerge in between the paragraphs, chapters, and com-
mentaries.

Invitation

We invite you to contribute a commentary, depending upon your preferences. You, an expert on
plasticity in your field or a curious interdisciplinary traveler, are invited, amongst others, to expound
on your disciplinary or non-disciplinary view on plasticity or to enter into a dialogue with other like-
minded people interested in plasticity via your chapter or your commentary piece.

The invitation is intended for researchers from all disciplines, societal stakeholders, and artists. It
aims to question what plasticity means — from plastic deformation to being a shapeshifter, a form
within a form — changing, adapting, evolving, mutating, and persisting from within and without, along
with its ever-changing milieu.

To submit a commentary, contact the editors and request the complete list of chapter abstracts (ac-

cording to the titles below). Next, choose one (or more) of the chapters, and we will send it to you to
read. Finally, write your chapter and send it to us.
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For any question on content, form, or topic of commentaries, feel free to contact Yaron Caspi
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The deadline for commentaries is April 1st, 2026.
The Book will be published at Routledge Press

All submissions will undergo a rigorous peer-review process by at least two independent reviewers to
ensure high-quality contributions and scientific validity. The book will be published as an open-access
book.

No charges are associated with contributions to the book. Publication costs are covered by a grant
from the Center of Unusual Collaboration of the EWUU Dutch University alliance.
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